ENTERTAINING  GANDHI
Committee 'to defer their decision till he had had a
chance of af.certaining the Government's view, of
which he wished to be certain before launching a new
campaign of civil disobedience. It was, therefore,
suggested that the Committee should adjourn and
that Mr. Gandhi should immediately seek an
interview with the Viceroy. This proposal, however,
^vas vetoed by the majority of the Committee^ and
_t was decided that Mr. Gandhi should send a tele-
gram to the Viceroy acquainting Mm with the
Congress viewpoint. Mr. Gandhi, thereupon, on
the sgth, telegraphed to the Viceroy as follows:
" I was unprepared on landing yesterday to find
Frontier and United Provinces Ordinances, shootings
in Frontier and arrests of valued comrades in both
on the top of the Bengal Ordinance waiting me, I
do not know whether I am to regard these as an
indication that friendly relations between us are
closed, or whether you expect me still to see you and
receive guidance from you as to the course I am to
pursue in advising the Congress. 1 would esteem
a wire in reply.55
On the night of the 30th, the Viceroy attended
the annual dinner of the European Association in
Calcutta, and delivered an important speech that
appeared textually in the Indian Press the following
day. Referring to the circumstances that had been
officially held to justify the Ordinances, lie remarked:
" I venture to hope that even at this eleventh hour
Mr, Gandhi, the acknowledged leader of the Congress
party, who has only very recently returned from
England,, will call a halt to these activities and will